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 COMMUNITY CALENDAR

 The BMD is published on or before the first Friday of each month.
LH=Lark Harbour           YH=York Harbour          JB=John’s Beach
HC=Holy Communion   MP=Morning Prayer    EP=Evening Prayer
P&P=Prayer & Praise   HB=Baptism   MHS=Memorial Hymn Sing

2018                               NOVEMBER                                2018

  3rd Sat Daylight Saving ends - clocks back one hour tonight
  4th Sun JB, 11:00am;   LH, 7:00pm, Memorial Hymn Sing
11th Sun Remembrance Day - LH, 10:45am; JB, 7:00pm
18th Sun JB, 11:00am;   LH, 7:00pm
23rd Fri M   Full Moon
25th Sun Reign of Christ Sunday  - JB, 11:00am; LH, 7:00pm

2018                               DECEMBER                                2018

  2nd Sun Advent 1 - JB, 11:00am; LH, 7:00pm - Mem Lights
  9th Sun Advent 2 - LH, 11:00am; JB, 7:00pm - Mem Bulbs
16th Sun Advent 3 - JB, 11:00am;  LH, 7:00pm - Sunday School

Pageant  
22nd Sat M   Full Moon
23rd Sun Advent 4 - JB, 11:00am; LH, 7:00pm (?)
24th Mon Christmas Eve - LH, 4:00pm; JB, 7:00pm 
25th Tues Christmas Day
30th Sun JB, 11:00am;   LH, 7:00pm, Lessons & Carols
31st Mon New Year’s Eve

2019                                 JANUARY                                  2019

 1st Tues New Year’s Day 2019
21st Mon M  Full Moon

2019                           ADVANCE DATES                         2 019

FEBRUARY 14th Thur Valentine’s Day
MARCH     6th Wed Ash Wednesday

20th Sun M Spring Equinox. 
Start Daylight Saving Time

APRIL 19th Fri  M Good Friday
21st Sun EASTER SUNDAY
22nd Mon Earth Day

MAY 12th Sun Mothers’ Day
20th Mon   Victoria Day

JUNE 16th Sun Fathers’ Day
21st Fri Summer Solstice

JULY   1st Mon CANADA DAY
AUGUST 15th Thur M Civic Holiday
SEPTEMBER   2nd Mon LABOUR DAY

23rd Mon Autumn Equinox
OCTOBER 14th Mon THANKSGIVING DAY

21st Mon FEDERAL ELECTION DAY

NOVEMBER   3rd Sun Return to Standard Time
11th Mon Remembrance Day
28th Thur American Thanksgiving

DECEMBER 22nd Sun Winter Solstice
25th Wed CHRISTMAS DAY

M FULL MOONS for 2019 will occur on Jan 21, Feb 19, Mar 20,
Apr 19, May 18, June 17, July 16, Aug 15, Sep 14, Oct 13, Nov 12,
Dec 12. 

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour 

groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs 709 681-2040

wandastrickland@outlook.com

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour 

Email:  info@captaincookbb.ca 681-2906; 1-877-681-2906

! Captain Cook’s Galley, 135 Little Port Rd, Lark Harbour

Restaurant - Seasonal - Call for information           709 681-2777

! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr

Email: creativephotographybylinda9@gmail.com

131 Main St, Lark Harbour                         709 681-2255

! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook 

366 Curling Street, automotive repairs, servic i n  g    709 785-2619

! Myrtle’s on the Bay, Main Street, Lark Harbour 

entertainment, food, licenced                 709 681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook 

House of Assembly, St John’s, NL 709 634-7883

! Gudie Hutchings, MP, Long Range Mountains, NL

Member of Parliament, Canada.   709 637-4540

gudie.hutchings@parl.gc.ca

! Malaise’s Tidewatcher Café, 59 Main Street, Lark Hr

            Closed - FOR SALE BY OWNER     709 681-2140

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour  

groceries, hardware, gas, marine supplies       709 681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour

sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads   709 681-2341
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GOLDEN BARREL CACTUS
Mammillaria Hahniana var. Werdermanniana

   

 

The above cactus was grown from a seed planted in spring 1976 in
Lark Harbour.  Height is now about 8 inches or 20 cm from the soil
line to the tips of the vicious top spines; diameter is also about
8 inches, but it can eventually grow to as much as 3 feet/2.5 metres at
maturity, and almost as tall.  The seed was shiny, black, and the size
of a pinhead, and after germination the seedling remained small for
several weeks, soft and green, with no spines. Natural habitat is
Central Mexico, desert country with sparse rainfall only in summer,
when a mature plant will produce a ring of pink flowers at the top.

Most cacti are native to the Americas where rainfall is  sparse and
falls in summer during short but heavy rainstorms.  Plants have
evolved ways of collecting and conserving water—near spherical
shape;  thick stems, waxy skin, few or no leaves; spines to collect rain
and mist which then falls round the base of the plant to be absorbed
by the roots.  In our cool summer climate they benefit from fairly
generous watering in the growing season when beyond the seedling
stage.  Well-drained soil, fairly rich in humus, is essential, and it must
be allowed to dry out between waterings to avoid rotting of the roots. 
An ideal growing medium can be made from a mixture of equal parts
of sharp builders’ or coarse, washed beach sand, peat, and well-rotted
compost, all easily obtainable here.

The plants should be kept indoors or in a greenhouse, protected
from the sudden cool wet weather which can occur in our summer and
may easily disfigure or destroy cacti.  In ideal conditions, mature cacti
do not require much attention and can tolerate long dry spells.  Some
species can survive an entire season or longer with no water, and
certain species may never receive more than a morning mist for an
entire season or more, remaining dormant to conserve the water
stored in the plant body.  The greatest risk to their success is
excessive watering, rather than the lack of it.  The best pots for cacti
are unglazed earthenware with a drainage hole.  Pot size should be
matched to the size of the plant, with diameter and depth roughly
equal, and big enough to prevent the spines from damaging other
nearby plants.  If grown indoors they will benefit from an occasional
overhead syringing with tepid water to wash away accumulated dust.
      PROPAGATION is easiest from cuttings (asexual propagation)
in spring.  Cut off a few inches of the plant, or a section at a joint or

branch.  Allow a few days for the cut surface to dry.  Then place it on
a slightly damp sandy surface in a shady location.  In a week or two it
should produce roots and become an independent plant, a clone with
genetic material identical to the original.  Do not disturb it until new
roots are established.  Cuttings are an easy way to produce more plants
which can be moved when rooted and showing new growth.  

Cuttings obviously cannot be taken from a spherical plant, so
propagation by seed (sexual propagation) is the only option.  It also
produces a genetically-new young plant.  Seed propagation is very
successful in nature, where the parent is already growing in ideal
conditions.  Ripe seeds may fall off the parent plant and remain
dormant around the base, sheltered from direct sunlight until
conditions are ideal for germination, but they can be successfully
raised in the home.  Seeds should be planted on the surface in a small
tray with a glass cover raised slightly at one end.  Watering is best
done sparingly with a very light spray at room temperature, just enough
to keep the soil moist but not wet.   Turn the glass cover over daily to
clear condensation which can cause “damping off”.  Juvenile seedlings
should not be disturbed for a season or longer.

People often wonder why most cacti have complicated names like
the one at left.  This is because they are not native to the Old World
and were not known there until the discovery of the Americas some
500 years ago.  The plants were of no real commercial value but they
were studied by many botanists, particularly Germans, who were
fascinated by them.  The plant in the picture belongs to a large genus
of several hundred different species, all originally named simply as
Mammillaria.  The illustrated species was studied by a botanist named
Hahn, as the second part of the name attests, and then identified as a
specific variety by Werdermann.

Other common genera are Opuntia, the ‘prickly pears’, and Cereus,
tall columnar plants often reaching a height of 40 feet or 12 metres at
maturity as seen in Western movies and called “Saguaro” by the
indigenous people of Arizona who ate the fruit and used the ribs for
home construction.  All require similar soil and watering.

Exceptions are the Christmas Cacti (Epiphyllum, Rhipsalis,
Zygocactus) which are mostly epiphytic—growing on other plants, and
taking nourishment from them.  Epiphytic plants require different
growing conditions.  Among the most fascinating are Peniocereus and 
Nyctocereus which bloom only at night.  During several days, large
buds develop, up to 6 inches/15cm long, until on one magical night as
the sun sets they begin to open as white flowers measuring 8 or more
inches or 20 cm across.  They remain open for a few hours until they
have been pollinated by night-flying insects, and by early morning they
have served the plant’s purpose and have wilted.  They are among
some of the most beautiful blooms in the subtropics, but don’t expect
to see them in Newfoundland.  View “Queen of the Night” for a time
lapse sequence—but the video fails to do it justice. — SLH

A WORD OF WARNING ABOUT PLANTS
FOR SALE IN DEPARTMENT STORES

Those plants may look good, but they may already be infected with
mealybugs, small insects often hard to detect and get rid of, and ready
to spread quickly to uninfested plants.  Search their hiding places under
leaves, in joints, etc—places that are hard to see into.  They feed on the
sap of healthy plants and will eventually kill them if not removed.  If
you find them on your plants, search Mealybugs on the web for
remedies.  Mealybugs will not survive outdoors in a Newfoundland
winter.  Nor will the cacti of course. — SLH

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammillaria_hahniana
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/garden-how-to/propagation/propgen/types-of-plant-propagation.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opuntia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cereus_(plant)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saguaro
https://vimeo.com/276946238
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mealybug
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mealybug#Control
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CLIMATE CHANGE
A MATTER OF SURVIVAL

FOR LIFE ON PLANET EARTH

Stronger hurricanes; more damaging winds; hotter, drier summers; 
higher average temperatures; more forest fires in more places like
California, Ontario, the Arctic; thawing tundra; melting icecaps at
both poles; destructive floods; and, perhaps worst of all, rising
ocean levels threatening our world’s most valuable food-producing
regions and most densely populated coastal plains ....

Hurricane Michael made landfall on the Florida panhandle,
totally destroying the towns of Mexico Beach and Panama City
Beach.  CNN transmitted live from there as roof materials were 
ripped off buildings, trees bent over, their trunks breaking like
matchsticks, and rain blowing past looking more like snow in a
blizzard than warm rain in Florida.  According to the wind speed
gauge at the bottom of the screen, wind reached a fairly consistent
155mph or 250kph, confirmed by the US Hurricane Centre as just
short of a category 5 hurricane.  Michael was then rated as a high
Category 4 hurricane, the most powerful storm ever to hit the
Florida Panhandle region 1.  The highest rating on the Saffir-
Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale, Category 5 begins at 156mph or
252kmh.  To be officially confirmed at a given category, the speed
has to be sustained for at least one minute.

This hurricane was a powerful and relatively late one for the
season, and also the fourth strongest of 292 storms since official
records have been kept in America; but perhaps no longer a “once
in a lifetime” occurrence, since global weather phenomena have
been growing more extreme and dangerous in recent years while
global warming has intensified at what seems like a very slow rate. 
Meteorologists have said that waters in the Gulf of Mexico fed
Hurricane Michael with water temperatures several degrees warmer
than normal this year.

Of course the leaders in denial of mad-made climate change are
mostly wealthy business people and politicians who, when food gets
dangerously scarce and expensive, will not suffer as most people
will.  The wealthy may even profit from it as food prices rise and
their wealth protects them.  As long as it continues thus, what does
it matter to most of them if the millions living on the Ganges delta
or in Indonesia or the small ocean islands are faced with a prospect
of inundation and loss of their homes and traditional food supplies?

How much more evidence of global warming is needed before
those who now deny it will accept the conclusions that thousands of
scientists have confirmed from their observations and research?  A
recent report from the UN Panel on Climate Change presents an up-
to-date account of information on the topic.

Since Trump’s now well-known opinion on climate change,
other prominent leaders declared themselves in denial.  Recently
Australia joined the ranks of the doubters when Deputy Prime

Minister Michael McCormack stated that Australia should  continue
exploiting its coal reserves, which is basically what Trump has been
pushing in American coalmining regions.  Despite many opposing
claims, coal remains among the most polluting and aesthetically
among the worst of fuels.

Climate change is notoriously difficult to prove in the short
term, and an average increase of one degree Celsius worldwide over
the last two centuries is hardly very convincing.  One might think,
though, that with deadly forest fires in California, destructive
hurricanes in Texas, N & S Carolina, Georgia, and Puerto Rico, that
the truth should be making an impression on everyone, including
their governments.  When one counts in the typhoons of the Pacific,
and widespread rogue weather events everywhere, there should be
even less uncertainty that climate change is real and here to stay
indefinitely, or until everyone can agree on the risks facing us.

The governors of all the affected American states seem to be
taking it seriously, doubtless because they are living in the midst of
the dangers.  But all Americans and other nations must accept the
truth: too many are dismissing it as false alarmism or a hoax.  It is
Americans who mostly need to be convinced as they are still one of
the greatest polluting nations, along with the Chinese who are taking
measures anyway.  If Americans accept it, as many do, and end the
dismantling of antipollution measures put in place by the Obama
administration and earlier, then the rest of the world, including most
of the present holdouts, will follow their example.

The world cannot risk ignoring it.  Instead we must develop
better methods of reducing and eliminating pollution before it is too
late to prevent disaster.  The Paris Accord on Climate Change made
a start, but Trump’s stated intention to withdraw from the Accord
can only discourage the undecided to follow his irresponsible
lead—fine if it really is a hoax, but leading to possible tragedy if,
as scientists insist, it is real.  We must act now, by drastically
reducing carbon pollution, with only about twelve years to do so. 
And the longer we delay, the harder it will become. 

Mother Earth is the only home we have.  It is everyone’s urgent
duty at any cost to protect her. — SLH

Other references to consult :— 

UN IPCC 2 Report : 12 years to limit climate change

Domino-effect of climate events could move Earth into a ‘hothouse’
state

List of 20thcentury Canadian tornadoes

List of 21st century Canadian tornadoes

List of United States Hurricanes

1  Barometer readings would appear on a home barometer as about 27.5 inches of
mercury or 920 mb, or 92 kPa as often used in Canada. (The lowest reading ever
recorded was 870 mb in a typhoon in the Pacific Ocean.)  These are very rare and
extremely low readings which would take your home barometer, if correctly
calibrated, down to the “Stormy” range on the dial, usually indicating very strong
winds and very rainy or snowy weather.  Compare them with average readings of
29.9 inches, or 1013 mb, or 101.3 kPa.

2  The IPCC is the United Nations International Panel on Climate Change.  It was
formed in 1988 and currently has 195 member countries.  It reviews the work of
thousands of scientists worldwide.  Its purpose is “to assess on a comprehensive,
objective, open and transparent basis the scientific, technical and socio-economic
information relevant to understanding the scientific basis of risk of human-induced
climate change, its potential impacts and options for adaptation and mitigation”.

On 2007 December 10, the IPCC and Al Gore, environmentalist and US
Vice President during Bill Clinton’s presidency, 1993-2001, were jointly awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize “for their efforts to build up and disseminate greater
knowledge about man-made climate change, and to lay the foundations for the
measures that are needed to counteract such change”.    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saffir%E2%80%93Simpson_scale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saffir%E2%80%93Simpson_scale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maximum_sustained_wind
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/global-warming-must-not-exceed-15c-warns-landmark-un-report
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/oct/09/australian-government-backs-coal-defiance-ipcc-climate-warning
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/oct/09/australian-government-backs-coal-defiance-ipcc-climate-warning
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/oct/09/australian-government-backs-coal-defiance-ipcc-climate-warning
https://www.ucsusa.org/clean-energy/coal-impacts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Agreement
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/global-warming-must-not-exceed-15c-warns-landmark-un-report
https://www.google.com/search?q=List+of+20th+century+canadion+tornadoes&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-b-ab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_21st-century_Canadian_tornadoes_and_tornado_outbreaks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_United_States_hurricanes#Florida
<current%20document>https://www.ipcc.ch/organization/organization_history.shtml
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General Roméo
Dallaire

Jamal Khashoggi 1958-2018

SOME THOUGHTS ON COURAGE

What really is courage?  This question may be asked many times
since, as we cannot see the strength of the wind, no more can we
see the courage of our fellow humans.  The only evidence that there
is strength in the wind can be found during or after a major storm,
when we feel the wind almost blowing us off our feet, or we see the
waves of the ocean, the uprooted trees and the debris of wrecked
buildings.  Like the strength of the wind, the courage of a man or
woman may be hidden for decades, until life demands some rare or
difficult action.  We cannot see their courage: we only see the result
of it.  And presently we are seeing a minimum of courage being
shown by America’s Republican politicians.

It may be a dramatic rescue that prompts a young person to dive
into an angry ocean to rescue a capsized boater.  It may be the Mali
immigrant, Mamadou Massama, who, seeing a four-year-old
dangling from the balcony of an eighth floor Paris apartment,
immediately climbed up the outside of the building, hand over
hand, until he could grab the child and take him inside to safety. 
The rescue was completely successful: no one was hurt.  But could
you do that?  I certainly could not.  Dramatic rescues like this
perhaps do not happen every day, and usually are not witnessed as
this one was.  But courage won that day.

Every day, somewhere, brave real human beings put their own
lives on the line to help their fellow humans: firefighters, police,
divers, and many others make amazing rescues with apparently no
thought that they may not succeed.  This is real human courage,
where there is no time for the rescuers to consider the risks they are
taking and who act without thought for their own personal safety.

Moral courage demonstrates much less obviously dramatic
examples.  Death may or may not always be on the line, but
imprisonment (e.g. Nelson Mandela) and respect may be. 
Politicians are often not respected for their speaking out, but when
wrongs are being committed they may risk censure from their
colleagues that can remain with them the rest of their careers,
especially if the wrongdoer is a popular figure.  (See the article
about Pastor Martin Niemöller elsewhere in this issue.)

A brave stand may be called for when a popular political leader
misuses his power.  In those cases the result may be criticism of the
man or woman who speaks out in public in an attempt to stop what
was planned, leaving their lives in a limbo where they may never
fully recover.  History is full of such examples.  Adverse public
criticism, imprisonment, or even death may be the penalty to be
paid.  In those cases a different kind of courage is required, moral
rather than physical, but death or lifelong imprisonment may still
be the final penalty.  Conscientious objectors and declared pacifists
may face this dilemma if they speak out against a popular political
leader, with a death sentence being the final outcome for some. 
Dictators tend to show very little mercy in these cases when such
individuals make their opinions public.

Ethnic cleansing has been used by numerous dictators
throughout history to remove entire groups of people who do not fit
the pattern established in their dictatorships.  There are many
examples of ethnic cleansing throughout history, down to the
present day.  The final solution against the Jews in Nazi Germany
has become the prime example.  It has also been used in more
recent times in regions like Chechnya, Bosnia, and Rwanda in the

1990s when entire racial groups were virtually
exterminated simply because they were
identifiably different in language and culture. 
Ethnic cleansing was not widely known at the
time, but the Rwandan example described by
Canadian General Roméo Dallaire placed it
indelibly on the map of racial violence 3.  The
treatment of the Rohingya in Burma is a current
example where hundreds of this Muslim group
have been systematically driven from their
homes, their villages destroyed, and large
numbers of people murdered or starved to death.

As responsible citizens of the modern world,
Canadians must be vigilant and courageous
about events such as these, particularly in these
unstable political times.  We must ensure that
our Government keep a close watch on
international events.  This is rendered increasingly important as the
United States under its current President appears to be rather less
concerned with what is happening in areas like the Middle East
where there are several governments with undemocratic leanings,
including Syria and Iran.  Syria in particular appears to be ‘playing’
the gullible American President who has little interest, it seems, in
few things other than his own personal aggrandisement.  The sale of
billions of dollars value of modern military equipment may have
higher priority in his politics than an acceptable stability in the
Middle East as he is under the dangerous impression that the leader
of Syria, Crown Prince Mohammed Ben Salman, is “a good man”.

American politicians, notably most of
the Republicans, appear to lack courage
and some may even be prepared to accept
their President’s policy of allowing the
Syrian Government whatever liberties it
may choose to take, perhaps as far as the
whitewashing of the admitted slaughter of
the Washington Post journalist Jamal
Khashoggi 4 in the Syrian Consulate in
Turkey. during October. — SLH

3  Now a Canadian Senator, retired General Roméo Dallaire served as leader of an
international United Nations force in Rwanda during the horrific period when
800,000 members of the Tutsi were murdered by the Hutu, two rival hostile groups
involved in the conflict there.  It was a prime example of ethnic cleansing that
became world news.  Dallaire and his small group of soldiers were in grave danger
themselves as the Hutu action was perpetrated and discovered.  It was frequently
reported in Canadian news and became almost a classic example of ethnic
cleansing in the following years.  After his retirement from the Canadian Forces,
General Dallaire published a book, Shake Hands with the Devil.  It was widely read
in Canada and was the first book to detail events of the Rwandan genocide. 

4  Although Jamal Khashoggi was employed as a reporter by the Washington Post
at the time of his clandestine death in the Syrian Consulate in Turkey, he was not
an American citizen.  Apparently this makes him less important in the eyes of
Donald Trump, although the President now seems to be taking the murder more
seriously.  However he seems to be more concerned with defending the multi billion
dollar sale of armaments to Syria than with discovering the bizarre facts around the
reporter’s death.  This is a prime place for Congress to maintain maximum pressure
on Trump until the true facts are revealed to the world.

https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2018/05/28/paris-baby-balcony-rescue.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2018/05/28/paris-baby-balcony-rescue.cnn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Mandela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rom%C3%A9o_Dallaire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamal_Khashoggi
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NATIONALISM - A POTENTIAL DANGER

TRUMP CALLS HIMSELF A ‘NATIONALIST’
 AT A HOUSTON, TEXAS,  POLITICAL RALLY, 2018 OCT 22. 

American Nationalism has now been introduced into the political
mix South-of-the-Border.  Trump made an eyebrow raising remark
during one of his election rabble-rousers in which he declared
himself a Nationalist, [Click for 1 minute video] eliciting a storm of
applause from his audience and separating himself from ‘globalism’
which he hates.  Here is part of his campaign speech in Houston,
Texas:—

We’re putting America first ... we’re taking care of ourselves
for a change.  Radical Democrats want to turn the clocks
back towards the rule of power-hungry Globalists.  You
know what a Globalist is? A Globalist is a person that wants
the Globe to do well, frankly not caring about our country
so much, and we can’t have that.  You know, they have a
word....  It sort of became old-fashioned.  It’s called a
‘Nationalist’, and I say really we’re not supposed to use that
word.... Do you know what I am?  I’m a Nationalist, okay? 
I’m a Nationalist.   (Loud cheers from his ‘base’.)

However Trump did not mention that it was Hitler’s National
Socialist German Workers’ Party 5 that took the concept of
nationalism from its questionable but relatively harmless origins and
changed it into a propaganda instrument, making it almost
synonymous with Nazism for a decade or more into the future.... 
Shades of Adolf Hitler from the mid 1930s.

Trump’s Houston declaration may have sent a shiver up the
spines of any Holocaust survivors who heard it: a shiver that would
be amplified as he went on to align himself with today’s White
Nationalists and contrast them with the Globalists who of course
were unheard of in Hitler’s day.

The unsuccessful attacks in which bombs were mailed on
October 24 to arrive at a number of homes and/or offices of current
and past public figures including the Obama and Clinton families,
CNN, and numerous others are not merely flashes in the pan.  They
are fearful reminders of the potential dangers caused by the
inflamed rhetoric used by President Trump and those who respond
in like manner.  For two years he has used this rhetoric in speeches
to his supporters as the Midterm elections approach, and it will
continue into the future as long as he is President.  Fortunately these
mailings were apprehended by the FBI and other security forces
before any deaths or injuries could occur.

Such events are timely reminders of the fragility of the
democratic process even in the USA which has perhaps the most
effective safeguards against terrorism of any modern state.  But the
system has been badly weakened since November 2016.

President Trump must clean up his verbal attacks on those who
disagree with him.  Since the pipe bombs appeared he has mildly 
and superficially condemned them, but in the next breath he has

resumed his own vituperative speech and done nothing to lower the
fever pitch of his supporters in his audience.  Now it is high time for
him to change his tone before someone gets injured or killed.  He
must cool his own rhetoric and end his remarks where he  describes
the Press as “the enemy of the people” and mocks those who oppose
before the minds of his supporters are further corrupted, like
children following the example of their elders, and before innocent
people become the victims of successful attacks of deadly violence
inspired by their leader.  Sadly, this has too frequently been the
result of Nationalism in our generation. 

Nationalism is infinitely more dangerous today than it was a century
ago when there were no ballistic missiles or nuclear bombs, and
when news and journeys around the world took weeks or months
and had become history before they had even become news on
another continent.  The world can never return to the days of yore
when there was time, as the poet Wordsworth expressed it 6, to
recollect emotion in tranquillity.  Today’s actions are upon us
immediately, before we can consider the consequences.

If Nationalism brings pride in one’s country, it may be a
valuable concept when applied with moderation.  But when it is
used negatively against others, as in 1930s Germany, it is harmful. 
The unbridled nationalism of Germany 7 was part of what led the
world, though unwittingly, into two World Wars.  We could
possibly be led into a Third one today, with an irresponsible ‘my
country first’ leader like Donald Trump in America.  He can just as
easily inflame other leaders—Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping, Kim Jong
Un—to respond equally rashly to his Nationalist urges.  It matters
nothing whether the American pipe bomb attacks in October were
precipitated by supporters of Trump, or by his opposers: his tactics
are inflammatory and they can call forth similar responses in others,
regardless of which side they support.

As I write these concluding remarks today on Friday October 26,
Cesar Sayoc, resident of Florida, the suspected perpetrator of the
now 15 pipe bombs mailed around America has been apprehended
and is being questioned by the FBI.  Let us hope that there are no
more bombs in the mail system of the USA, before anyone is
injured or killed, despite Trump’s feeble efforts to cool things off.

This President claims to be ‘for law and order’.  But is it what
he really wants? —SLH

5  Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei.  The term ‘Nazi’, pronounced
‘Nahtzee’ with a long ‘a’ and a ‘z’, is in fact an abbreviation of the two combined
German words ‘national’ and ‘sozialistische’.  Trump could have used the term
‘patriot’ instead of ‘nationalist’ to avoid the oblique and  offensive reference to
Hitler.  Why would Trump choose the more offensive term?

For further interesting etymology of the word, refer to Nazi.

6  “Poetry is emotion recollected in tranquillity” - William Wordsworth, 1770-
1850, commenting on his poems in Lyrical Ballads.

7  See Lebensraum and compare it with Manifest Destiny.  Lebensraum, the
German policy under Hitler, resulted in expansion into neighbouring countries and
was a major cause of WW2.  Manifest Destiny was the American desire to “spread
the word” around the entire continent during the 1800s.  Canada’s first Prime
Minister, Sir John A Macdonald, understood the danger to Canada and introduced
policies of resistance.  The Canadian Pacific Railway was one important result of
Macdonald’s policies to protect Canada from absorption into America in the late
1800s by facilitating east-west communications within Canada and reducing
dependence on the more natural north-south lines of communication via USA. 
Even today, there are more communication routes into USA than across Canada. 
There is only one continuous east-west highway spanning the entire country: the
TransCanada Highway.  There are now no similar rail lines east of Montreal.

https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2018/10/23/president-trump-nationalist-globalist-rally-sot-vpx.cnn/video/playlists/this-week-in-politics/
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Nazi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebensraum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manifest_destiny#Relationship_with_German_Lebensraum_ideology
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OUR BOLER TRAVEL TRAILER, “THE EGG”
Part Two

In the words of the nursery rhyme, it was a dark and stormy night
in December, the night the School Christmas Concert was
scheduled to take place.  By four o’clock as the gloomy afternoon
daylight faded into darkness, the wind began to rise, first easterly,
then south-easterly, becoming stronger and gustier by the minute. 
By 6pm it was clear that there was a stormy evening ahead, and we
decided to cancel the concert.

A few weeks earlier I had parked our Boler, “The Egg”, round the
back of the house where the half-wild horses used to shelter in
strong winds.  I had raised it on concrete blocks, to protect the tires
and, as I thought, to provide greater stability.  Perhaps it was more
stable, but not stable enough to ride out the full-blown Bay of
Islands south-easter that would soon be lashing us.

By 7:30pm things were dancing.  The south-easters are not one
solid blast of wind that doesn’t vary: instead, at the peak of
performance there can be brief periods of almost dead calm, and
then you hear a roaring sound, quite like the ocean or the approach
of a fast train, and it builds up as the squall approaches. The storm
had reached that stage, but I also heard another sound mixed with
it—a kind of low rumbling, a bit like distant thunder, except that
this sound was not distant.  The sound seemed to be coming from
the back of the house, so I went to the back door where there was
a small window at my eye level.  I turned on the light above the
back door just in time to see a large green and white object a few
feet away from the door, and on it the lower case letters ‘boler’,
which I recognised immediately as the logo above the rear window
of The Egg.  But the logo was vertical, when it should have been
horizontal; and it was slowly moving downhill past the back door.

For a very brief moment I was puzzled, but then another prodigious 
squall caught the object I was staring at, and it moved a little
further down the slope outside the back door.

For another brief moment I was not sure how to react.  At that time
our house was the last one on our side of the road, at the top of a
fairly steep slope which finished at the harbour below.  The Egg
was making its way a foot or two at a time towards the Harbour
with each gust of wind, but it was certainly not the night for a sail! 
En route downhill to the Harbour , too, The Egg would encounter
several houses with vehicles parked nearby, so that as well as a
smashed Boler there could well be damage to several neighbouring
houses and cars.

But what could I do?  On my own, nothing, in that crazy wind.  I
would probably end up in the Harbour myself!  So while I went to
get some rope from the basement, Susan picked up the phone and
called some of the neighbours, telling them we needed help and
ropes to tie the trailer down.

In a very few moments, which seemed like hours, two of the
neighbours arrived.  Between us we now had several coils of good
rope with which we proceeded to lash the trailer down to the small
trees nearby, and in a few minutes it was securely attached to the
trees.  But the wind was still coming in horrendous gusts and at one
point I was almost blown off my feet.

We agreed there was nothing more that we could do at that time, so
we each returned to our own houses to ride out the gale.  By then

it was about 8:30 or maybe 9:00pm and we still had electrical
power, which often in those days would fail in a storm like this one. 
The wind had died down also, to a dead calm, and everything was
quiet.  One of the neighbours, who had come to the rescue, phoned
to see if our rope lashings were holding.  I had just checked them
and all was still secure, although the wind had created a bit of slack
on the ropes but not enough to be a problem.

About 10:30 I checked outside once more.  There was by now a
light breeze from the west or north-west and all was still calm: not
as calm as the proverbial mill pond, which is a rare condition here,
but calm enough.  The Boler was still lashed to the trees, still on its
side, with the left wheel on the ground and the right one up in the
air.  So I went to bed.

A few minutes later, before I had time to fall asleep, I was listening
to the light breeze which had strengthened somewhat.  It was still
relatively calm outside, compared with earlier, though the breeze
had increased significantly during the last few minutes, but not yet
enough to concern me.  And it was steady, not gusty, and coming
not from the southeast as earlier, but from a westerly direction.

Just to make sure, I got out of bed and went to look out of the
window.  Everything looked secure, the lashings were holding, but
there was one very significant difference: The Egg was no longer
on its side!  It was standing on its wheels, looking all ready to be
coupled to the car and towed away on a trip somewhere where the
sun shines and winter is merely a nasty event they hear of in the
news!

“Hey, Susan!  Come and look here!  You won’t believe this!” I
called to her in amazement.

“Oh, what is it now?” she asked sleepily.

“You have to come and look!  You won’t believe it!”  She came
over and looked.  “And no damage either, it looks like,” I added.

In the morning daylight that was not quite true.  On the left side a
small window and a running light were both broken, and there was
a deep scratch in the fibreglass.  I opened the door and looked
inside too, but no damage was immediately visible.  Cushions were
scattered everywhere, and small items that belonged in the
cupboards were scattered over the floor, but those were just an
inconvenience.  On closer examination, one of the metal supports
for the row of small cupboards above the sink and stove was
slightly bent.  I had expected that the door might have been
damaged, or one or both of the big windows broken, or even the
fibreglass body might have been cracked.  Any such problems
would be costly and hard to repair, almost certainly needing
professional skills that I didn’t have.  But all was fine.  Even the
fridge and stove and all the interior lights were working.

I was able to repair the small amount of damage quite easily.  A
replacement window was available at a local RV dealership, and I
installed it myself.  Susan, who had never really liked the olive
green bottom half of The Egg, repainted it with two coats of a warm
rustic brown.  A trial run before we set off anywhere on a long trip
revealed no further damage or problems.  And we were able to use
it that summer just as if nothing had happened.

The Egg was ready for another summer of travel whenever we
were, and some of our best and happiest family times were on trips
with our wonderful little Boler. —SLH
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Jair Messias Bolsonaro
Born 1955 March 21

Age 63

Fernando Haddad
Born 1963 January 25

Age 55

ELECTION IN BRAZIL
Elections have been held recently in
Brazil, with a final run-off between Jair
Bolsonaro, right-wing candidate, and
Fernando Haddad.  Bolsonaro gathered
a healthy 55% of the vote, compared
with Haddad’s 45%.  He will assume
office on 2019January 01.

Bolsonaro served for 17 years in the
Brazilian Army, achieving the rank of
Captain.  He is known as a strongly
right-leaning candidate who ran on a
controversial platform to open up the
Amazon Basin to logging, mining and
agricultural exploitation.  Until now the

Amazon region has been protected against development 8. His
election platform has been linked indirectly to Trump’s because of
its similar objectives, although the two men do not appear to have
had any significant mutual contact as yet.  But given the
environmental issues in their program which is similar to Trump’s,
such contact would surely be attractive to Trump.  Brazil has the
world’s fifth largest population with 209 million, roughly two thirds
that of the USA with 324 million.  An alliance between two like-
minded national leaders with together 530 million population would
surely appeal to Trump to add credibility to his own environmental
views.  Bringing one more somewhat risqué political leader to his
list of ‘friends’ may be an attraction to Trump, and Bolsonaro will
likely be invited to the White House before too long.

The contrast between Jair Bolsonaro and
his electoral opponent Fernando Haddad
perhaps echoes the American leadership
rivalry.  Bolsonaro’s intellectual
achievements, like Trump’s, seem to be
marginal, but Haddad has a Master’s in
Economics and a PhD, and was Mayor of
oday.São Paulo (Brazil’s largest city, but
not Brasilia, the Capital) in 2013 to 2017. 
There does not seem to be any information
available in English on his platform for
election as President, although he is eight
years younger than Bolsonaro and was head
of the Brazilian Workers’ Party. Meanwhile it looks very much as
if Brazil under Bolsonaro’s leadership may be going the way of
America under Trump, which does not look too good now for
Brazil, or the rest of South America or even for the world.

. — SLH

Odds  and  Ends

Some drivers are apparently unaware of the precise meaning of
traffic light signals. The Newfoundland Labrador Road Users
Guide states the following rule :— 

“A solid red light means you must stop at the intersection and wait
for the signal to turn green before proceeding. You may make a
right turn providing you come to a complete stop and yield right-of-
way to pedestrians and other traffic before proceeding (unless a
sign prohibits you from doing so).”

The same regulation applies to a temporary stoplight such as the one
on Route 450 on Frenchman’s Cove Hill.  Apparently some drivers
are unaware of this.  

The Road Users Guide lists only one exception to this rule :—  

“There may be occasions when, because of a collision or traffic
congestion, a police officer may motion you to go through a red
light. In such cases always obey the directions of the police
officer.”

As a driver with 60 continuous years of licenced driving in UK,
Canada, and USA, I would suggest that the traffic light rules are
worth obeying for everyone’s safety.

 

Until Route 450 was upgraded for paving some years ago, there was
a road loop which bypassed south of Frenchman’s Cove, avoiding
the section along the waterfront.  Part of it still exists, but it is not
continuous.  When the upgrading for paving years ago was
completed that loop was not included and eventually it became
incomplete, two roads separated by a brook with no bridge.  If that
loop were to be improved, paved, and the bridge or culvert
replaced, it would be a great advantage for people living in and west
of Frenchman’s Cove.  It would avoid two hills, one of which is
very steep and quite long, and two intersections on sharp corners. 
And it would surely improve the quality of life for residents of the
homes living along Frenchman’s Cove Beach.. 

Since it seems unlikely at this late season that the washout on the
Hill will be repaired before next year at the earliest, the Towns of
Lark Harbour, York Harbour, and Humber Arm South might bring
this suggestion up for discussion at their Council meetings and if
agreed, enlist the support of our MHA and the Highways
Department.  The upgrading would bypass Frenchman’s Cove and
be a great improvement for the increasing numbers of heavy
commercial trucks and tour buses using Highway 450. — SLH

  

BMD SURVEY RESULTS

Thanks to those who responded to my survey.  I got only 9 (nine)
replies, but there are over a hundred emails on my mailing list, and
I add one or two new ones most months.  Of course, you don’t have
to be on the mailing list — simply go to my webpage at
www.blowmedowner.webs.com and help yourself.

If you did not respond to the Survey and want to do so this month, 
just email me with “SURVEY” in the subject line, so that I don’t
miss it among the many emails I receive.  No additional comments
are necessary unless you choose to add some.  Thank you. — SLH

8  The Amazon Basin belongs to nine different countries :— Brazil 60%, Peru
13%, Colombia 10%, with the remaining 13% belonging to Venezuela, Ecuador,
Bolivia, Guyana, Suriname and French Guiana.  7,000,000 sq km (2,700,000 sq
mi), of which 5,500,000 aq km (2,100,000 sq mi) are covered by rainforest.  This is
more than half of earth’s remaining rainforests, and it is a great natural ‘heat sink’
for earth’s increasing temperature.  Since 2002 conservation has been practiced by
some of the nine countries, but since Brazil owns more than half of the Basin, its
future may now be in considerable danger if President Bolsonaro follows through
on the policies to allow development there that he announced in his election
platform, which could cause irreversible damage to the world’s overall climate.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_basin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fernando_Haddad

